CUERDEN PARISH COUNCIL Minutes
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF SUMMONS to attend the Meeting of  the
 CUERDEN PARISH COUNCIL on  MONDAY 4th NOVEMBER 2019 from 7.00 p.m. the  Barn Cuerden Valley Park .

THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE INVITED TO BE PRESENT AT THE MEETING. 

1. Apologies for Absence:
None reported

In attendance: 

Jeff Brown – Clerk

Julie Brown, Nev Whittam, Sarah Elsy, Martin Brown, Carole Meredith 

2.  Disclosure of Personal/Prejudicial Interests.
Members are reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal interest in respect of  the Council’s Constitution and the Members Code of Conduct. If the personal interest is a prejudicial interest then the individual Member should not participate in a discussion on the matter and must withdraw from the meeting and not seek to influence a decision on the matter.

3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th September 2019 To confirm the minutes.
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Minutes agreed

4.  Matters Arising. 

None to note

5.  ADJOURNMENT- PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION:

Members of the Public are invited to give their views and ask questions of the Parish Council on issues on this agenda,or raise issues for future consideration at the discretion of the Chairman(maximum of three minutes each).Members of the public who have questions that are more detailed should contact the Clerk for guidance on how to register their comments. Following public participation, the public are welcome to stay for the remainder of the meeting , but can make no further representations. No decisions will be made in this part of the meeting..

Point raised regarding the sign for Cuerden Hall regarding the size of the for sale board. This has been reported to the council and a note has been received to say that these are going to be checked regarding size and position.
It has been requested by two members of the parish for this to be checked out because this causes a visibility issue.  The Parish clerk will write to Stuart.Sweetnam@chorley.gov.uk  
6.  Cuerden Endowed School – Patrice 

Patrice intends to tender her resignation as Clerk once the new committee is formed and settled.  The Charity Commission has been spoken to.  We know now that in the constitution, the parish councillors choose who are the trustees but that they do not have to be a trustee.  CM and Mike are trustees at the moment. A trustee ensures that there is a notice on the board to apply for grants.  This year 5 applications have been received.  £90 donations from Samuel Crooks comes in automatically each year. Ground Rent from St Katherine’s - £5 is collected via an invoice.  Stuart Hall at the Old School House is £4 per annum, invoice sent and then collected.  AGM trustees decided how much is given to each applicant.  There is £9000 approx in the capital account. Monies paid out in 2018 - £240. The constitution is a fluid document.  Jamie and Simon to become Trustees as local residents.  James Gibbons from Nell Lane and Simon Green from Cuerden Close.  Patrice will take this forward.  CM from Lydiate lane will remain on as a Trustee for a while.
Mike Muncaster may choose to stay on – CM will approach him regarding this matter. It is proposed that the constitution is changed to three members at the next AGM. 
R+ P Burscough, Blackrock is a charity set up to provide a gift for the eldest resident in the Parish - Approx £100 in this account.  Only Patrice is on this committee.  Clerk to write a letter to R+P Burscough and close it down, informing the charity commission – sending the money to a local charity  
7.  Parish Council Vacancy.  Clerk to put an advert in the notice board.  This will be distributed through the doors also. 
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8. Planning Report. It was brought to the council’s attention regarding information relating to the Chorley Local Plan.  NW will confirm the dates.  6th Feb meeting in relation to this matter -  all Parish Councillors asked to attend – SE will inform of the venue and time. To ensure an informed choice and input has been given.  Local Plans last for 15 years!
9.   Accounts for Payment – Littlejohn, Election Fees, Website, Room hire, Clerk.
	J Brown 
	Little John Late account fee
	£48.00

	J Brown 
	Chorley Election fees
	£247.75

	J Brown
	Website Annual Cost
	£111.75 not yet paid.

	Lancashire Wildlife
	Room hire for meeting
	£10.00

	J Brown
	Salary (£41 per month Aug – Nov)  
	£123


All payments acknowledged as accurate.
10.  Financial Statement (Half year)
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Mid- statement agreed.

11.   Noticeboard update – MB
The invoice for the original one will be located by the clerk so that MB can discuss further. It is believed that this could be Kevin MacNamara at Berkeley Farm – CM to check.  It does not mention in the document store who made the board.    MB will put a new board in the back as well. Planning permission will need to be looked in to.  SE will check up on this.  
12. CPRE – SE Confirmed 13th November meeting at 7pm will be at the Café.  We will be joining with Whittle Council.  This is to be held as a closed meeting between the two councils to discuss a local plan.  
13. Forthcoming Issues and Options Consultation - Central Lancashire Local Plan all covered above.

14.Hedgehog Highways and Local Road Signs.  SE stated that there has been a significant decline in Hedgehogs over a twenty-year span. The current Government have a policy regarding hedgehog signs.  SE has written to Keith Iddon regarding the signs in light of hedgehogs returning to the area and new building.  This is due to nobody reporting that they have ran over a hedgehog and therefore evidence has not been collated.  Residents are being asked to report any hedgehogs that have be run over to Lancashire Environment Record Network LERN@lancashire.gov.uk.  The Parish council note the concern of the decline in Hedgehogs and the need for signage.  SE requested that Hedgehog highways should be made aware of the situation. SE will pursue with Councillor Iddon. 
A query was raised that would signage help people take any notice.  People don’t take any notice of the horse signs etc.
As a Parish council it was agreed that if it can be shown there is evidence then the council will support.

15. Councillor contact details update
	Councillor name
	Address
	Landline

01772
	Mobile 
	email

	Jeff Brown Clerk
	7 Berkeley Drive

PR5 6BY
	311290
	N/A
	cuerdenparish@yahoo.co.uk

	Julie brown
	As above
	As above
	07766303268
	Jbrown30@btinternet.com

	Sarah Elsy 
	10 Cuerden Close

PR5 6BX
	01772 627983
	07888680299
	nickr2sarah@aol.com

	Nev Whitham
	28 Cuerden Close

PR5 6BX
	
	07968094267
	ngw4br@aol.com

	Martin Brown
	13 Cuerden Close

PR5 6BX
	
	07850880991
	mb7164@hotmail.com

	Carol Meredith
	7 Lydiate Lane

PR25 5SA


	
	07763902499
	sazle@aol.com


16.  Register of business

The register of business interests was shared by all in attendance.  These will now be sent to Philippa.Braithwaite@chorley.gov.uk  and also added to the Parish Website.

17.   Other Correspondence Received.  The owner of the old school house has been in touch to ask about purchasing the lease.  This was discussed at a previous meeting and a decision was made not to sell the lease.  However, it has now come to light that the Parish Councillors are not Trustees.  This decsion has to come from the Trustees of the Cuerden Endowed School.  CM will follow this up.  Clerk to send the original email to CM. 
18.   Any Other Business. - Exchange of Information Only.

Councillors are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making

- Cuerden Hall is now on the Market.

- Glendale is also on the Market. 
- TPO has been brought up by four local residents.  Damage has been made to hedgerows on Nell Lane.  The enforcement officer has been contacted by a local resident.  The parish have been asked to also approach regarding the concern.  It is believed that the hedgerow has be butchered.  Private property has also had their hedge cut.  Clerk to look further in to this.
- Flooding has once again been an issue for homes on Nell Lane.  The Parish Council have been approached to share concerns regarding this matter.  Lancashire Highways, the councillor Lancashire highways, Keith Iddon – NW will send a letter regarding this matter.
- Archives.  JB and CM to sort.
19. Date and Time of Next Meeting. –3rd February at 7.00 p.m. 

Jeff Brown
Clerk email:  cuerdenparish@yahoo.co.uk
Statement of Account

				Cuerden Parish Council                               MID TERM STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT NOV 2019/2020

				DATE		DESCRIPTION		CHARGES		CREDITS		ACCOUNT 
BALANCE		Cross checked/query

						Balance brought forward  						$4,186.82		Bank Statement 

						Agreed precept received 5th April 2019						1.150.00

						$ actually is £

				20th June		CPRE		$36.00				$36.00		Mins 29th April 2019  Bank Statement 

				24th Sept		Room Hire		$10.00				$46.00		Mins 4th Sept 

				31st July		Insurance		$218.96				$264.96		Mins 4th Sept 

				4th September		Room Hire		$10.00				$274.96		Mins 4th Sept 

				6th October		CPRE		$75.00				$349.96		Mins 4th Sept (150.00)

				6th October		Election Fee		$247.75				$597.71

				19th October		Little John Insurance		$48.00				$645.71

				19th October		Website		$111.75				$757.46

												

												

												

												

						Monies spent not including salaries						$757.46

						Salaries spent						$0.00

						Total monies spent (rounded)						$757.46

						Balance minus in year spend						$4,579.36

						Balance in bank 31st October 2019 (rounded)						$4.579.36

						Difference						$0.00






CUERDEN PARISH COUNCIL



VACANCY

PARISH COUNCILLOR



The Parish Council is looking for someone to serve as a Parish Councillor



Are you interested in local current affairs?

Do you wish to serve and improve your Community?

Could you provide a voice for residents?



If you feel you would like to get involved in making decisions about your local community and make a significant contribution to the area in which you live, then this is the position for you.



There are 5 parish council meetings per year plus other ad-hoc meetings which you will be required to attend.



This position is open to people that live in the parish of Cuerden.



For further information, please contact the parish clerk:



Jeff Brown

Parish Clerk

Email: cuerdenparish@yahoo.co.uk



Tel: 01772 311290






CUERDEN PARISH COUNCIL



Minutes of the meeting Wednesday 4th September at 7.00pm

at The Barn Cuerden Valley Park .





In attendance Alan W, Nev W, Carol M, Julie B

		

		



		1.

		Appointment of Chair for the ensuing year

JB was proposed by NW and seconded by CM to be the chair. 





		2.

		Appointment of Vice chair

In the absence of Sarah and Martin this was postponed until the next meeting. 





		3.

		Apologies for absence

MB  Arrived approx. 7.35  SE arrived approx. 7.15





		4.

		Minutes of meeting held on 17th June 2019 –minutes signed as a true copy.





		5.

		Confirmation or amendment of Minutes

Following a point on the minutes regarding noticeboard movement to the opposite side of the road.  SE will press for a confirmed answer.  When MB arrived he updated that the Cuerden committee have agreed to the notice board being moving.  MB will move the board and refit it. Posts will be purchased.  MB will get these and provide a receipt. Reassurance for BBRC will be given that the council have insurance by SE.





		6.

		Matters arising  from the minutes unless elsewhere on the Agenda

Old minutes etc. are still at Dave Turners.  JB asked for permission to purchase curver boxes approx. £20. This was agreed if they can not be stored in county archives.  AW said that the documents can go to bow lane and they will store them – SE will phone the county council record offices to check how these can be stored.  CM will be intouch with DT and bring the other documents to the next meeting.  If they can not be archived JB will store them.  





		7.

		Parish Council Accounts

All financial documents relating to year end were shared prior to the meeting and agreed as accurate during the meeting on the 4th September 2019.

Documents shared: 

Bank Reconciliation – Shared, agreed and signed

Confirmation of dates - Shared, agreed and signed

Explanation of Variances – Shared, agreed and signed

Assets – Agreed Shared, agreed and signed

Certificate of Exception – AGAR 2018/19 part 2 shared, agreed, signed.

Accounting Statements 2018/18 shared, agreed, signed. 

Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2018/18 – Shared, agreed, signed.

Monies spent :

£10 room hire  4/9/19  Cheque

£218.96 Insurance  31/7/19 Cheque





		8.

		R & B Burscough Charity – CM will find out about the charity and what the council steps need to be. 





		9.

		The Old School House freehold  ...update

The parish council previously decided not to sell the freehold.  The money from the rent goes to the school charity.  Patrice will collect this to add to the Cuerden Endowed School.   Trustees are currently - Mick Muncaster, Patrice and CM.  It is unclear if one person has to be a parish councillor.  Patrice is going to find out about this from the charity commissioner.  CM will ask Patrice about this.  The Parish Council contributed an amount to the fund in previous years.  The Parish Council can not make this decision alone because it is part of the Cuerden Endowed School. 





		10.

		Cuerden Endowed School Charity – See above it.  This is for children who start High School.  It is advertised around September.  They generally receive money in the region of £25 dependent on who applies.  Families must apply each year.  Patrice advertises this and SE will also share this information with families.





		11.

		Appointment of new clerk – discuss next steps

It was agreed the Jeff Brown would be appointed as Parish Clerk.  It was also agreed he could attend Parish Council courses to enable him to get up to speed.  AW suggested we look in to the membership of LALC.  SE proposed the new clerk should have support on hand and joining should be undertaken.  AW will look in to this and contact JB.   





		12.

		Register of Interest

AW will send the Register of Interest which will be completed in the next meeting. 



NW - In the next few weeks the copies of the local plan are going to be shared with the parish council to preview. 

The Parish council will have a period of time to respond to it. 

SE - MC from Clayton le Woods would be happy to share the cost of the neighbourhood plan with us.  This has not yet been agreed in his council but he was confident it would be.  Cuerden Parish Council have already agreed a £150 for a meeting.  

NW – has said that the local council have stated that they will not be building on Green belt. 



CPRE meeting 13th Nov at 7.  Initial venue The Barn. 





		

		Date of next meeting – 5th November at 7 The Barn



Minutes of Cuerden Parish Council 4th Sept 2019 was shared and agreed as accurate at 20:50 04/09/19



Councillors closed the meeting at 21:00








